English Abstract
     The study aimed at investigation of the effect of a number of social-psychological variables on the Palestinian tenth graders’ English achievement. The dependent variable in this study is students’ academic achievement. The independent variables are: self-esteem, achievement motivation (consistency of effort, responsibility, ambition, and excellence and ability), perceptions of teachers’ characteristics, and attitudes towards language, and attitudes towards American/British culture and people. Other variables in the study are gender and contact with people who speak English. A questionnaire that included four sections headed by biographical question was used to measure the independent variables. Students’ academic achievement was measured by a standard exam in the scholastic year 2005/2006.

     The population of the study consisted of tenth graders in Ramallah district government schools. A sample of 14 class was selected from 186 class based on convenience sampling. The sample of the study included 450 male and female tenth graders, 375 of them returned the questionnaire.

     Three questions were addressed. Statistical Package for the Social Sciences program (SPSS) was used to analyse the data. Question number one examined the correlations between academic achievement and the following variables α ≤ 0.05: self-esteem, achievement motivation (consistency of effort, responsibility, ambition, and excellence and ability), perceptions of teachers’ characteristics, attitudes towards English language, and attitudes towards American/British culture and people. Questions two and three examined the significant differences between means of both gender and contact when tested against achievement motivation (consistency of effort, responsibility, ambition, and excellence and ability), perceptions of teachers’ characteristics, attitudes towards English language, attitudes towards American/British culture and people, and achievement. Pearson coefficient was used as a method of analysis for the first question, while t-test was used to examine significant differences between means of related variables in questions two and three. 

     The results indicted the existence of positive significant correlations between academic achievement and the following variables: Self-esteem, achievement motivation (responsibility, ambition, and excellence and ability), and attitudes towards English. No significant correlations were found when academic achievement was correlated with: Achievement motivation (consistency of effort), students’ perceptions of their teachers’ characteristics, attitudes towards culture and people. 

     Significant differences were found when contact with people who speak English tested against the following: Self-esteem, achievement motivation (consistency of effort, ambition, responsibility, and excellence and ability), attitudes towards American/British culture and people, and attitudes towards English language. No significant differences were found when contact with people who speak English language was tested against the following: Students’ perceptions of English teachers’ characteristics and English achievement. Significant differences between males and females were found when gender was tested against achievement motivation (consistency of effort, and ambition) in favour of females. No significant differences were found between males and females when gender was tested against the following variables: Self-esteem, achievement motivation (responsibility, and excellence and ability), students’ perceptions of their English teachers’ characteristics, attitudes towards American/British culture and people, attitudes towards English language, and English achievement.
